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1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To seek approval for the amendment to the Rules, Regulations and Procedures for 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing in relation to the current testing regime. 
 

2. Recommendations  
 
2.1 Cabinet approves the amendment to the Rules, Regulations and Procedures for 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing as set out in this report.  
 
3. Reasons for Recommendations and Background 
 
3.1 The Council are responsible for setting the vehicle testing frequency for hackney 

carriage and private hire vehicles, which in turn determines the period of the licence 
that is issued. Currently vehicles under the age of 2 years are tested annually and 
issued with a 12 month licence.  Vehicles between the age of 2 years and 10 years are 
tested every 6 months and issued with a 6 month licence and vehicles over the age of 
10 years are tested every 4 months and issued with a 4 month licence.  

 
3.2 At a recent taxi liaison group meeting representatives of the trade requested that the 

Council consider looking at the testing frequency of vehicles over the age of 10 years 
old and to allow them to be tested every 6 months instead of every 4 months, as is 
currently the case. This would bring our testing regime in line with the neighbouring 
authority of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council.  

 
3.3 Figures from the Council's testing center taken over the last 6 months show that of the 

vehicles under the age of 7 that have been tested there is a 67.5% pass rate and a 
32.5% fail rate.  However, the fail rates rise in vehicles that are over the age of 7 to 
58.8% pass rate and a 41.2% fail rate. Unfortunately, we do not have a further break 



 

 

down of the fail rates of vehicles over the age of 10 years. A copy of the breakdown is 
attached at Appendix 1. 

 
 
 
4. Alternative Options considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
4.1 The Council could take no action and continue with the current policy and frequency of 

testing. However, this could result in more of our vehicle owners going to Blackburn to 
be issued with a licence.  This would not prevent them from coming and working in 
Hyndburn, however, inevitably we would not have the same enforcement powers or 
control over the vehicles and drivers.  We would have to rely on our neighbours 
carrying out enforcement action. Further as set out at 3.2 above, Blackburn with 
Darwen Borough Council, currently allow vehicles of any age to be subject to a six 
monthly test.  We have no evidence that the vehicles there are any more a risk to 
public safety than ours are.  There are no high statistics of accident rates etc. 

 
5. Consultations 
 
5.1 A consultation was carried out with members of the taxi and private hire trade as well 

as with members of the public. Sixteen responses were received of which twelve were 
from the taxi and private hire trade and four were from elected members.  Of the 
sixteen responses received from the trade nine were fully in favour of the proposal and 
seven suggested that they would like all vehicles over the age of two years to be given 
a six month licence but without the additional conditions set out in the proposal below.    
The responses are attached to this report at Appendix 2 

 
5.2 The proposal that was consulted upon was as follows:- 
 
 All vehicles over the age of 10 years will be subject to a 4 monthly test.  If the 

vehicle passes the test at the first attempt on 3 consecutive occasions it will go 
to twice yearly testing.  If the vehicle subsequently fails two 6 monthly tests 
consecutively at first attempt it will revert back to a 4 monthly test.   

 
5.3 Further members of the trade have elected a number of representatives to attend the 

Taxi Liaison Group meetings to raise any issues and make any suggestions for 
improvements, and the Taxi Liaison Group has been consulted and supports this 
proposal.  

 
6.  Officer Recommendation 
 
6.1 It is recommended that members adopt one of the conditions as set out below: 
 
 1)All vehicles over the age of 10 years will be subject to a 4 monthly test.  If the 

vehicle passes the test at the first attempt on 3 consecutive occasions it will go 
to twice yearly testing.  If the vehicle subsequently fails two 6 monthly tests 
consecutively at first attempt it will revert back to a 4 monthly test.  

 



 

 

 2) If a vehicle over the age of 10 years passes the test on the first occasion it will 
be issued with a 6 months licence otherwise it will be issued with a 4 months 
licence.  

 
6.2 It is officer's opinion that any of the above requirements would provide an incentive to 

drivers to maintain their vehicles and encourage them to make sure that pre MOT 
checks are carried out before submitting the vehicle for test. However the second 
proposed condition would be easier to administer and in officers opinion would be the 
better option of the two. 

 
6.3 Further the testing regime will be enhanced due to a serious of programmed and 

random spot checks to be carried out by officers.  
 
6.4 Alternatively members could determine that they wish to remove the requirement for 

vehicles over the age of 10 years to have a 4 monthly test and introduce 6 monthly test 
for all vehicles over the age of 2 years.  

 
6.5 Members are also requested to make an amendment to the condition relating to the 

maximum age a vehicle may be when first presented for licensing.  It is recommended 
that the following condition be applied:- 

 
 A vehicle must be under the age of 15 when first presented for licensing 
 
6.6 Members should be aware that the above proposed condition would replace a previous 

condition agreed in January by Cabinet that vehicles must be under the age of 10 
years when first licenced.  This is following representations from members of the trade 
and for some elected members based on the current cost of living crisis.  Vehicles 
would need to pass the Councils test regardless of age.  

 
7. Implications 
 

Financial implications (including 
any future financial commitments 
for the Council) 
 

None relating to the Council’s licensing 
function, although if there is a large uptake it 
would lead to less frequent testing required 
at the Council's Vehicle Maintenance Unit 
and therefore income from tests would be 
reduced. 

Legal and human rights 
implications 
 

None 
 

Assessment of risk 
 

No specific risks have been identified.  

Equality and diversity implications 
A Customer First Analysis should be 
completed in relation to policy 
decisions and should be attached as 
an appendix to the report.  
 

The Council is subject to the public sector 
equality duty introduced by the Equality Act 
2010. When making a decision in respect of 
the recommendations in this report Cabinet 
must have regard to the need to: 

 eliminate unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation; and 
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 advance equality of opportunity 
between those who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and those who 
don’t; and 

 foster good relations between those 
who share a relevant protected 
characteristic and those who don’t. 

For these purposes the relevant protected 
characteristics are: age, disability, gender 
reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, 
race, religion or belief, sex and sexual 
orientation. To assist the Cabinet in this 
regard a Customer First Analysis has been 
carried out as part of the review process 
and is attached as Appendix 3 to this report. 
Cabinet is advised to consider the Customer 
First Analysis and its obligations in respect 
of the public sector equality duty when 
making a decision in respect of the 
recommendations contained in this report.  

 

 
 
7. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985: 

List of Background Papers  
 
Rules, Regulations and Procedures for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing. 
 
Appendix 1 - Fail statistics 
Appendix 2 - Consultation response 
Appendix 3 - Customer First Analysis 
 
 
 
 


